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A telescopic view is limited…

…so we need context



1 John 4:1-6,

Page 906



Dear Friends, do not believe every 

spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, 

because many false prophets have 

gone out into the world.



Two Spirits

Two Tests



Two Spirits

1. The Spirit of TRUTH



Two Spirits

2. The Spirit of FALSEHOOD



Two Tests

1. The Test of CHRISTOLOGY

“Do they acknowledge that Jesus 

Christ came in flesh?”



Two Tests

2. The Test of APOSTOLIC 

AUTHORITY

“Do they agree with Apostolic 

teaching?”



John’s Charge (verse 4):

You, dear children, are from God 

and have overcome them, because 

the one who is in you is greater 

than the one who is in the world.
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False Prophets in the 

Land of Theosophy



1. What is Theosophy?

Theos + Sophia

God + Wisdom

Teaching about God and the 

world based on mystical insight

The teachings of a modern 

movement originating in the 

USA in 1875 and following 

chiefly Buddhist and Brahmanic

theories



1 Timothy 1:3-7,
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1 Timothy 4:1-2,
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Our Response to False Teachers

• Freak out?

• Get to know the real thing!

• Learn about the false prophets.

What do you need to do?


